Questions for The Conquest of the West
Brinkley Textbook

(Pages 442-450)

1. Describe the culture of the Plains tribes, with particular emphasis on gender roles and the importance of the buffalo.
2. Explain the advantages and disadvantages that the Plains Indians had in their conflicts with white settlers.

3. Up to 1869, in what two fields did the greatest number of Chinese immigrants work? 

4. What factors led to the massive increase in Anglo-European settlement of the Far West after the Civil War?
5. Describe the vision of the Homestead Act and how it was flawed.
(Pages 450-455) 
1. Describe the typical pattern of development and decline in the western mining industry.  What was life like for the men and women who lived and worked in the mining industry?

2. Describe the origins, purposes, and practices of the “long drive” and “open Range” periods of the “cattle kingdom”.

3. Why did women tend to gain the right to vote in western states and territories before they did in the east?   

(Pages 455-461)

1.  To what two factors does the text attribute much of the romantic image of the far

     West?  Explain. 

      2.  How accurate was Frederick Jackson Turner’s thesis about the American frontier?
(Pages 461-467)

1. What happened to the great buffalo herds?  How did it effect Indian life?
2. Describe how the influx of white settlers into the West led to violence and warfare.  What were the major encounters?  Why did the whites ultimately prevail?

3. What was the basic objective of the Dawes Act?

(Pages 467-469)

1. Describe the building of the transcontinental railroad.  Why can it be said that the western railroads were essentially public projects despite their private ownership?
2. How did the railroads stimulate settlement of the Great Plains?

3. What unfamiliar problems did farmers encounter on the Great Plains?  What methods and devices helped solve these problems?
(Pages 456-457)

1. What role did Buffalo Bill and the Wild  West Show phenomenon play in shaping and preserving an image of the American West that is at odds with that presented by most modern historians?
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