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(Pages 676-681)

1. What caused the stock market boom to get so out of hand that stock prices outran company values?

2. The decline of what previously prospering industries contributed especially to the economic decline?

3. How did the weakness of consumer demand contribute to the severity of the depression?

4. What impact did domestic debt factors have on the American economy?

5. What role did U.S. policies on trade and international debt play in worsening economic conditions?

6. What weaknesses in banking helped lead to the Great depression and what happened to the banking system early in the Depression?

7. What happened to the GNP in the three years after the stock market crash?

(Pages 681-687)

1. Describe the extent of unemployment, especially in industrial cities.  What mental burdens often came with the loss of jobs?

2. How effective were local, state, and private relief agencies in meeting the ravages of widespread unemployment?

3. What special problems were faced by rural America?

4. Compare and contrast the impact of the Great Depression on blacks, Hispanics, and Asians with the impact on Americans of European heritage.

5. What effect did the Depression have on the work force role of women in general and African American women in particular?  What happened to the women’s movement?

6. How did families adjust to the pressures of life during the Depression?

(Pages 687-695)

1. In what ways did photographers and writers chronicle the impact of the depression?

2. What sort of fare dominated radio programming?  How did it shape American culture?

3. What was the tone and focus of most movies of the 1930”s?  How were women and minorities portrayed?

4. How did popular literature of the 1930’s compare and contrast with popular radio and movies?

5. What allure did such radical movements as communism and socialism have for Americans in the 1930’s?  What role did artistic work, film, and books play in portraying social ills?

(Pages 695-699)

1. What were Herbert Hoover’s first approaches to combating economic downturn?  How effective were they?

2. What impact of did Hoover’s handling of the “Bonus Army” have on his popularity?

3. What made FDR such an attractive presidential candidate for the Democrats?  Why did he win the 1932 election?
4. What happened in the months between Roosevelt’s election and his inauguration?

(Page 680)

1. Why could the depression be called “a major factor – maybe the single most important factor-in the coming of World War II?

(Pages 682-683)

1. Describe the characteristics of the Dust Bowl.  Where was it centered?

2. Why can it be said theta the causes of the Dust Bowl had as much to do with people as with nature?  What solved, or at least partially solved the problem?
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