Questions for The Reconstruction
Brinkley Textbook

(Pages 408-412)

1. What Constitutional problems did Reconstruction pose?

2. What effects did the Civil War have on the economy and social system of the South?

3. What special problems did the freedmen face immediately after the war?  What efforts were made to help them?

4. What political implications did the readmission of the Southern states pose for the Republicans?

5. What were the objectives and provisions of Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction?  How did the Radical Republicans respond to it?

6. Describe Andrew Johnson’s approach to Reconstruction.  How was it shaped by his political background and his personality?

(Pages 412-415) 
1. How did Congress respond to the Black Codes?

2. What did the Congressional elections of 1866 reveal about the public attitude toward Reconstruction?

3. Explain the basic provisions of the congressional plan for Reconstruction.

4. What motivations led to the passage of the 15th Amendment?

5. What measures did the Radical Republicans take to keep President Johnson and the Supreme Court from interfering with their plans?

(Pages 415-420)

1. What was the balance between corruption and positive accomplishment by the Reconstruction governments in the South?

2. What patterns of Southern education began to emerge during Reconstruction?

3. What changes in land distribution occurred in the South after the Civil War?  

4. What economic advances did the freedmen make?  How did the economic status of blacks compare with that of the average white Southerner?

5. How did freedom affect black family life?

(Pages 420-422)

1. How did Grant’s political accomplishments compare with his military ability?

2. What were the objectives and assumptions of the civil service reformers?

3. People in what financial condition were most likely to favor expansion of the currency supply with greenbacks?  What was done about the greenback issue?

(Pages 422-427)

1. What tactics did white Southern Democrats use to restrict or control black suffrage?

2. Why did Northern Republicans begin to take less interest in Reconstruction and the cause of the freedmen after 1870?

3. Why was the Election of 1876 disputed?  How was the controversy resolved by the “Compromise of 1877?”

4. Compare black and white expectations for Reconstruction with the actual results

(Pages 427-437)

1. What were the socioeconomic and political characteristics of the “Redeemers” (Bourbons)?

2. How did the policies of the redeemer governments compare with those of the Reconstruction-era administrations?

3. In what particular products was industrialization in the South most advanced?  What factors attracted industrial capital to the region after the war?

4. How did industrialization in the South compare with that in the North?

5. What was Booker T. Washington’s prescription for black advancement?

6. How did the Civil Rights Cases of 1883 and Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) substantially negate the effect of the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment?

7. What strategies and legal devices did the Southern states use to evade the spirit of the 15th Amendment?

8. Explain how Southern whites used lynching to control the black population.  How did some whites, both Northern and Southern respond?
Vocabulary

Black Codes



Amnesty Act
Redeemers



Hiram Revels                                          

Crop Lien System                              Blanche Bruce
Disenfranchisement                           Waving the Bloody Shirt
Poll Tax                                              Scalawags
Literacy Test                                      Carpetbaggers
Grandfather Clause                            Seward’s Folly
Atlanta Compromise                          Tenure of Office Act      

NAACP                                              Ku Klux Klan
Freedman’s Bureau                            5 Military Districts
Wade-Davis Bill                                 Exodusters
10% Plan                                            Radical Republicans
Morrill Land Grant Act                      Thaddeus Stevens
13th Amendment                                 Depression of 1873
14th Amendment                                 Compromise of 1877
15th Amendment                                 Booker T. Washington
Civil Rights Bill of 1866                    W.E.B. DuBois
Congressional Elections of 1866        Jim Crow Laws
Charles Sumner                                  Tenant Farming              

