Questions for Rebellion of the Nixon Years
Brinkley Textbook

(Pages 860-865)
1. What forces led to the rise of the new left and campus radicalism?  How did the Civil Rights movement help give rise to the movement?  How widespread was real radicalism?

2. In what ways did the counterculture exhibit its commitment to the idea of personal fulfillment through rejecting the inhibitions and conventions of the middle-class culture?

3. How did rock music reflect the counterculture?
(Pages 865-871)
4. How did the opposition to the termination policy help inspire increasing Indian activism?  What policy and attitude changes resulted from the Indian Civil rights movement?

5. What were the political implications of the surge in Latino population?

6. To what degree did the gay liberation movement change attitudes of the larger society toward homosexuality?  How did it shape the gays views of themselves?
(Page 871)
7. What was it about Betty Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique that sparked a revival of the women’s movement?

8. What were the goals of the National Organization for Women (NOW)?

9. What happened to the Equal Rights Amendment?  Why?
(Pages 874-878)
10. What factors combined to give rise to the environmentalism movement?

11. How did ecology lead to political and legal activism?  

12. What specific examples of environmental degradation spurred public interest in ecological issues?
(Pages 879-882)
13. How was Nixon able to use Vietnamization and the draft lottery to defuse much of the opposition to end the war?

14. Why did Nixon keep the bombing of Cambodia secret from Congress and the American people?  What happened in the U.S. when the invasion of Cambodia was revealed?

15. What did the Pentagon Papers reveal about the true nature of the Vietnam War?
(Pages 882-883)
16. Why did Nixon and Kissinger decide that the time had come for talks with China?  What resulted from Nixon’s visit and related initiatives?

17. What dilemma of American Middle east policy did the Yom Kippur War make clear?  
(Pages 883-887)
18. What major decisions of the Warren Court most outraged conservatives?

19. What were the proximate and fundamental causes of the creeping inflation of the late 1960’s and 1970’s?

20. Describe the general outlines of Nixon’s economic policy.  Was in consistent and effective?
(Pages 887-890)
21. What aspects of Nixon’s personality and management style led to the Watergate Scandal and the associated cover-up?  

22. Why did Spiro Agnew resign?
(Pages 862-863)
23. Why was 1960’s rock music called simultaneously subversive and liberating?  What differing views of the counterculture emerge from the Woodstock and Altamont festivals?
(Pages 876-877)
24. Why did Rachel Carson’s book not only lead to the banning of DDT but also helped propel environmentalism into the public consciousness?
(Pages 888-889)
25. Is the Watergate scandal best understood as a product of an increasingly imperial presidency, a real radical threat, or the nature of Richard Nixon’s own personality?
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